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material to patentability of the claims of the above-identified application. 
One copy of each of the listed documents is submitted herewith. 
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3. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 10-224382, published 
August 21, 1998. 

4. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 7-38595, published 
February 7, 1995. 

5. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 7-235933, published 
September 5, 1995. 

6. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 5-53957, published March 
5, 1993. 

7. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 1 1-355868, published 
December 24, 1999. 

8. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 63-174431, published July 
18, 1988. 
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months from the application's filing date for an application other than a continued prosecution 
application (CPA) under § 1.53(d); (2) Before the mailing date of the first Office Action on the 
merits (whichever is later); or (3) Before the mailing date of the first Office Action after filing a 
request for continued examination (RCE) under §1.1 14, and therefore, no Statement under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) is required. 

In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3) for 
foreign language documents, Applicant encloses herewith a copy of a corresponding Japanese 
Office Action dated April 1, 2003 and an English translation of the pertinent portions thereof, 
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which cites such documents and indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign patent 
office. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicant does not 
waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 



Respectfully submitted, 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 




Registration No. 25,665 for 
J. Frank Osha 
Registration No. 24,625 



WASHINGTON OFFICE 




23373 



PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Date: July 1,2003 



3 



Q64862 

A. The inventions as per the following claims of this application could have been easily 
invented based on the inventions described in the publications indicated below, which had been 
distributed in Japan or abroad prior to the filing of this application, by a person having ordinary 
knowledge in the technical field of the invention prior to the filing of this application, and 
therefore cannot be patented as per the stipulations of Article 29, Paragraph 2 of the Japan Patent 
Law. 

Note 

■ Claims 1,2 

Cited Example 1 : Kamata, Hiroshi, Optical LAN applications and prospects, Gazo Denshi 
Gakkaishi, Japan, Institute of Image Electronics Engineers, 25 August 1994, Vol. 23, No. 4, pp. 
350-363 

Cited Example 2: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication HI 1-275 129 
Cited Example 3: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication HI 0-2243 82 
Cited Example 4: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication H07-038595 
Cited Example 5: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication H07-235933 
Cited Example 6: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication H05-053957 
Cited Example 7: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication HI 1-355868 
Cited Example 8: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication S63-1 74431 
Remarks 

Connecting a hub in a loop is well known, as per Cited Example 1, Figure 9; Cited Example 
2, Figure 2; Cited Example 3, Figure 1 ; and Cited Example 4, Figure 7. 

Furthermore, redundant connection of terminals is well known, as per Cited Example 5, 
Figure 1; Cited Example 6, Figure 1; and Cited Example 7, Figure 9. 

Providing redundant power supplies is well known, as per Cited Example 8, Figure 3. 

The invention as per the present application is found to be a combination of these well-known 
techniques. 
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